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TEXAS 


Many women too poor to make bail, pay other costs 


Photos by Ashley Landis/Staff Photographer 
Female inmates talk to visitors through glass at the Burnet County Jail in the Hill Country. The number of women awaiting 
trial in county jails in Texas has jumped by 48 percent since 2011, according to an analysis by The Dallas Morning News. 


Fewer being arrested, yet 
more sit 1n county jails 


By CARY ASPINWALL 
Staff Writer 
caspinwall@dallasnews.com 


BURNET — Back when the 
county jail here housed maybe 
three women, jailers didn’t 
have to worry much about 
contraband mascara, tam- 
pon shortages or raunchy love 
notes in the intra-inmate mail. 

But over the past decade, 
the number of female inmates 
in this rural jail northwest of 
Austin has surged. Instead 
of three women, the Burnet 
County Jail now houses as 
many as 140. 

The situation here is an ex- 
treme example of a statewide 
trend. Across Texas, the num- 
ber of women awaiting trial in 
county jails has jumped by 48 
percent since 2011, according 


F T s 
Burnet County inmates Sheniqua Miller (left) and Stacy 
Jensen play cards. Most women awaiting trial in jails 


across the U.S. are accused of nonviolent crimes. 


to an analysis of state data by 
The Dallas Morning News. At 
the peak this year in August, 


over 6,300 women were jailed 
before trial, up from fewer 
than 4,000 in early 2011. 


Using monthly headcounts 
that sheriffs reported to the 
Texas Commission on Jail 
Standards, The News found 
significant increases in num- 
bers of female inmates at 
many jails, especially in rural 
counties. After Burnet, the 
most substantial increases 
occurred in Harrison County, 
on the Louisiana border, and 
Brooks County, at the state’s 
southern tip. 

During the same time pe- 
riod, the number of men in 
Texas county jails pretrial in- 
creased only 11 percent. 

The surge doesn’t seem 
to reflect a crime wave. The 
number of women getting ar- 
rested has actually dropped by 


See JAILED Page 10A 


CONGRESS 


Bills have differences, 
but leaders feel sure 
they'll be reconciled 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
gressional Republicans, 
buoyed by the Senate’s ap- 
proval early Saturday of a 
landmark tax overhaul, 
expressed confidence that 
final legislation would be 
sent to President Donald 
Trump by the end of this 
month. 

While the tax bills ap- 
proved by the House and 
the Senate diverge in signif- 
icant ways, the same forces 
that rocketed the measures 


D) DALLASNEWS 


Tax plan 
gathering 
momentum 


DETAILS OF THE BILL 
include big benefits for 
the wealthiest. 21A 


to passage appear likely to 
bond Republicans in the 
two chambers as they work 
to hash out the differences. 
Republicans passed 
their sweeping tax over- 
haul through the Senate 
just before 1 a.m. Saturday, 
two weeks after the House 
passed its own measure. 
The Senate vote was 51-49, 
with every Republican but 
one — Sen. Bob Corker of 
Tennessee — in favor. 


See BILLS Page 20A 


RUSSIA PROBE 


They indicate that he, 
Trump team kept in 
touch on envoy talk 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON 
When President Donald 
Trump fired his national 
security adviser, Michael 
Flynn, in February, White 
House officials portrayed 
him as a renegade who had 
acted independently in his 
discussions with a Russian 
official during the presiden- 
tial transition and then lied 
to his colleagues about the 


Emails counter 
claim on Flynn 


DID PRESIDENT TRUMP 
know about Michael 
Flynn’s lies to the FBI? 
15A 

A TOP FBI agent was 
removed from the 
investigation over the 
summer for possible 
anti-Trump texts. 14A 


interactions. 

But emails among top 
transition officials, provid- 
ed or described to The New 
York Times, suggest that 
Flynn was far from a rogue 


See EMAILS Page 15A 


SOUTH DALLAS 


Reviving a hospital, filling a void 


Investors back vision for 
historic site where black 
doctors cared for the sick 


By SABRIYA RICE 


Staff Writer 
srice@dallasnews.com 


On an untended lot on Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, 
surrounded by few buildings 
and sparse traffic, sits a shut- 
tered Dallas hospital that once 
paved the way for generations 
of black doctors and nurtured a 
community's health care needs. 

Only remnants of its historic 

` past are visible to passers-by to- 
. day. 


Signs painted on the side and 
rear of the building's exterior 
mark where a clinic and space for 
oxygen tanks used to be. A mural 
across the front depicts a nurse in 
uniform tending to a patient. 

Its a building that once 
housed one of Dallas’ few black- 
owned and operated hospitals. 
And it will soon get a face-lift 
thanks to an entrepreneurial vi- 
sion and more than $500,000 in 
investor funding. Within the next 


year, the former Forest Avenue 
Hospital, which closed in 1984, 
will be revived by Dr. Michelle 
Morgan, who purchased it for 


see BIG Page 23A 


ARTHRITIS CARE 3 


of Texas. 


Ben Torres/Special Contributor 
Dr. Michelle Morgan, who grew up in South Dal- 
las, bought the old Forest Avenue Hospital with 
hopes of turning it into a wellness center offer- 
ing specialty medical services. 


HEALTHY LIVING 
Take advice with a grain of salt 


Everything you need to know about 
salt, along with guidelines for healthy 
eating. 1F 


ARTS & LIFE 
New titles a book lover’s feast 


Gift suggestions for the readers on 
your list, from history buffs to music 
lovers to hopeless romantics. 5E 


BUSINESS 

Pension saviors get a nod 

The folks who found a fix for the Dal- 
las Police and Fire Pension System get 
columnist Mitchell Schnurman’s nomi- 
nation for Texans of the Year. 1D 


METRO & STATE 

Quake study points to wells 

A new study says there’s little doubt 
that a series of quakes in Irving was 
caused by industry, not by nature. 1B 
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Non-Surgical Relief 
from Knee Pain. 
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